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T* Gloves en is print- # 
ed at the Requeſt of many of _ 
the Hearers; the Author has had the 3 
Satisfaction to obſerve, that an Apo- 85 
logy for the Clergy when delivered 
from the Pulpit was not only favours 
ably received by his Reverend Bre- 
thren, but alſo met with the warm | 
Approbation of the Laity that were 
| preſent. May this candid Spirit con- 


tinue and increaſe! For ſurely it muſt 
| be 
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be for the common Benefit of Man- 
kind, that thoſe who are appointed 


to recommend Benevolence to o- 


thers, ſhould feel the Bleſſings of it 
themſelves.-ſhould be able to regain 
the Influence of their Station, to re- 
ſcue their Profeſſion . from Obloquy 


and Contempt, and by enjoying the 
Confidence and Affection of their 


Neighbours to ſupport the Dignity of 


their Employment and the Utility of 
Inſtruction. But perhaps theſe de- 
firable Ends cannot be effectually 
obtained by the private Endeavours 
of Individuals. Temporary Apolo- 


gies may procure temporary Relief, 


and ſome Miniſters of independent 
Fortunes, by their diſintereſted La- 
bours 


( WW 1 


bours and generous Behaviour, .may 
be happy enough. to ſecure to them- 
ſelves an Exemption from Strife and 
Diſunion. But poſſibly the Grievan- 
ces, which our Order in general has 
ſuch abundant Reaſon to complain 
of, cannot be totally removed and 
radically cured without the Interpo- 
ſition of the Legiſlative Power. The 
Spirit of grudging will ſcarcely be 
much abated, till the Cauſe of Con- 
tention be taken away, till the Pro- 
viſions for our Support be. leſs ſub- 
_ je to Envy, and till we be no longer 
obliged to the cruel Alternative ei- 
ther of entering into the Laboursof o- 
thers, or of becoming Objects of Con- 
tempt. for our * and Diſtreſs. 
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This our unhappy Situation has long 
been a Topick of private Diſcourſe. 
May it ſoon become a Subject of 
publick Deliberation, and engage 
the Attention of Wiſdom and Au- 
thority in that Place, from which 


alone can iſſue a competent Redreſs 1 
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St. PA u L's Vindication of himſelf, 
a Pattern for Chriſtian Miniſters. 


A 


SE R M O N, Ge. 
2 Cor. vii. 2. 


Recerve us: we have wronged no Man, we have cor- 
rußted no Man, we have defrauded no Man. | 3 
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'T is obſervable Ee theſe Words that the via.” 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles commends the Morals 

ty of his Conduct to the Corinthian Proſelytes. 
Nor i is it contradiQory, or indeed ſurpriſing, that 
| a Miniſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and e . 
quently a Teacher of Humility, ſhould aft ile 


e ng of his Intentions, and the Dil 
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10 St. Paul's Vindication of himſelf, 


f edneſs of his Behaviour to his F ellow- Creatures 
and Brethren. This muſt not be conſidered as 
the vain Confidence of boaſting. Man for wiſe and 
good Reaſons may endeavour to approve himſelf 
to Man, and at the ſame Time be intirely convin- 
ced that no Fleſh can be perfectly righteous in the 
Sight of God. And the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
are particularly bound to vindicate their Charac- 
ters and make the Light'of their Examples ſhine 
before Men, that others ſeeing their good Works 
may be induced to copy after them, and thereby 
glorify our Father which is in Heaven. 


Ab if we conſider St. Paul as a Teacher, whoſe 
Doctrines were oppoſed by Faction, and whoſe 
Actions were miſrepreſented by Calumny (for 
ſuch was his Caſe at Corinth) we ſhall find a pe- 
culiar Propriety in his frequent Juſtifications of 
himſelf. Convinced as he was that a People pre- 
judiced againft the Perſon of their Miniſter will 
receive little Benefit from his Doctrine, he wiſely 
embraces every Opportunity of removing Preju- 
dices, confuting Slanders, and vindicating his 
** Character to his Diſciples and F ollowers. 
Abt 5 „Receive 
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Receive us; ſays he to them in the Words of 
the Text, we have wronged no Man, we have 
* corrupted no Man, we have defrauded no Man.“ 
1. e. Liſten not to the falſe Stories which have 
been contrived and propagated to my Diſadvan- 
tage, but receive me into your beſt Affections; 
my Behaviour to you has been agreeable to the 
Precepts which I have given you: in my Reproofs 
I have wronged no Man in his Reputation by Slan- 
der, in my Inſtructions I have corrupted no Man's 
Judgment by Error, and in my worldly Inter- 
courſe and Dealings I have defrauded no Man of 
his . by Oppreſſion or Deceit. 10 


From the Words thus explained, we may de- 
duce ſome Obſervations not unſuitable to the Oc- 
caſion of our preſent Meeting. 


Ap, Firſt, It is obvious to obſerve that in the 
Opinion of moſt Men the true Teſt of a Doctrine 
is the Practice of the Teacher, and therefore St. 
Paul in this Epiſtle repeatedly reminds the Corin- 
thians, that the Example of his Life was not re- 
pugnant to the Precepts of his Goſpel: We 
| | | © have 
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% have renounced,” ſays he, the hidden Things 
% of Diſhoneſty, not walking in Craftineſs, nor 
handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by 
% Manifeſtation of the Truth, commending our- 
“ ſelves to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight 
* of God.” Had he been crafty and fraudulent in 
his Dealings, had he not renounced the hidden 
Things of Diſhoneſty, the Conſciences of his Di- 
ſciples would have been offended, and the Word 
of God would have been handled in vain. For 
ſuch is the Nature of Man, that we govern our- 
ſelves more by the Example than the Judgment 
of others, and are apt to reject every Kind of In- 
ſtruction, which has a viſible Inefficacy on the 
Inſtructors themſelves. Whether this Behaviour 
is juſtifiable on the Principles of Reaſon is foreign 
to my Purpoſe to inquire; ſuffice it at preſent to 
obſerve, that this is generally the Caſe; and there- 
fore on this Account, it eſpecially behoves the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel to ſhew their Faith by 
their Works, and to evidence the Purity of their 
Doctrines by the moral Goodneſs of their Lives. 
And here we may farther obſerve, that Chriſti- 
ans are deſigned for the Exerciſe of Virtue, that 

true 
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true Religion is calculated to improve our Morals, 
and that the Goſpel of Chriſt is in this Reſpe& 
the Power of God unto Salvation. Such are the 
Doctrines of the inſpired Writers in general; and 

| ſuch, we may venture to aſſert, are the Doctrines 
of St. Paul in particular, though ſome Paſſages 
in his Letters to the Churches have been ſo often 
quoted in ſupport of Solifidian Tenets. Indeed 
when he conſiders the Neceſſity of Redemption, | 
he concludes that Man is juſtified by Faith with- 
out the Deeds of the Law. This he lays down as 
the Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion. But 
what is the Superſtructure which he raiſes upon 
this Foundation? Is it a vain Recumbence on, or 
a ſuperficial Recourſe to the Merits of the Re- 
deemer ? No ſurely---On the contrary he ſtrenu- 
ouſly recommends the Practice of Holineſs, and 
teaches that the Purity of Chriſtian Faith muſt be 
maintained and ſupported by the Goodneſs of 
Chriſtian Works. To this End are his many 
earneſt Obteſtations to Peace and Unity; to this 
End are his many preſſing Exhortations to Love 
and Charity; to this End are his warm Excite- 
ments to the relative and ſocial Duties; to this 
End 


% 
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End are his frequent Addreſſes to the Proſelytes, 
wherein he conſtantly appeals to his ſtrit Ob- 
ſervance of theſe Duties, and deſires them to re- 
ceive him, not for his extraordinary Faith and 
Piety, not for his excellent Gifts and Endow- 
ments, but for the moral Honeſty of his Conduct, 
and his Benevolence to his Neighbour. And does 
he not herein exactly correſpond with his Fellow- 
Labourers in the Goſpel? Does he not perfectiy 
agree with the Lord of the Harveſt, the Morality 
of whoſe Inſtructions turns upon the Hinges of 
Equity and Benevolence ? 


IN Sonfirmation of this we may appeal tc to the. 
whole Tenour of his Goſpel. What does he or- 
dain to be the characteriſtical Token of his Diſci- 
ples, but that they ſhould have Love one for a- 
nother? What is the Precept that is commonly 
Called the Golden Rule of his Religion? Is it not 
to ddo unto others as we would they ſhould do unto 
us ? Did not this Precept receive from him this 
moſt excellent of all Encomiums, that it 1s the 
Law and the Prophets? And what is this ſignifi- 
cant Saying, that is ſo earneſtly enjoined and fo 
* recommended ? Belongs it to the 

Myſteries 


165 
Myſteries of his Kingdom? Or is the Knowledge 
of it to be obtained only from ſupernatural Aſſt 
ance and inward Illuminations? No ſurely. It 
is a plain Duty of Morality, a Dictate of the Law 
of Nature, founded on the Principles of Equity 
and Reaſon, and enforced by the tender Paſfions 
and ſympathetick Feelings of Humanity. And 
therefore the eternal Purifier of Nature, who was 
conſtituted an High- Prieſt for ever after the Or- 
der of Melchiſedeck, obſerves with the greateſt 
Propriety in that excellent moral Sermon on the 
Mount, of which this Precept is Part, that he 
came into the World not to deſtroy the Law and 
the Prophets, but to fulfil them; not fo over-rule 
the Dictates of natural Law by poſitive Injunc- 
tions, but to cheriſh and improve the Principles 
of Truth and Goodneſs, which are diſcernible by 
our rational Faculties, and agreeable to the Con- 
ſtitution of Man. In Conſequence of this Deela- 
ration we find that his ſubſequent Leſſons every 
where teach us, that our Righteouſneſs muſt ex- 
ceed the imperfe& Morality of Heathens and Pub- 
licans, and the ſcrupulous Pretences of Scribes ; 
af Phariſecs, gud that there is no other Way 9 of | 
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16 St. Paul's Vindication of himſelf, 
entering into Life, but by — a" Com: 


mandments. 


Hencs then appears the great Abſardity of 


thoſe Teachers, who would deſtroy the Neceſſity 


of a virtuous Practice even upon Principle; who 


in their Syſtems exclude good Works; as of little 
Conſequence in Religion, and who depreciate the 
Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhment as carnal Reaſon- 
ers, becauſe in their Diſcourſes from the Pulpit 


they inſiſt ſo frequently on moral Duties, and 


recommend to their Hearers to be Doers of the 
Word, and not Hearers only. And ſhall we, my 
Brethren, be diſcouraged by theſe Reproaches, 
which with more Zeal than either Knowledge or 
Charity have been ſo liberally beſtowed upon us? 
No----Let us perſevere in exhorting to Virtue, 
and in teaching the Doctrines of Holineſs, which 


are good and 54 an unto Men. 


AND while we are rejecting and refuting the 
Miſtakes of theſe Reproachers, ſurely there can 


be no Neceſſity to caution any of us, that we cor- 


rupt not the Judgment of our Hearers by embra- 


ng and recommending the „ Errors. 
When 


* 
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When we teach that it is the Doctrine of Scrip- 


ture and our Church, that theie are Conditions | 


annexed to the Covenant of Grace, on the Per. 
formance or Non-performance of which our future 
Happineſs or Miſery will depend, we are far from 
making an undue Eſtimate of human Performan- 


ces, far from maintaining the preſumptuous Doc- 


trine of Merit, far from avowing Juſtification by 
moral Works only, and the Poſſibility of keeping 
the Law. When we recommend to our Hearers to 
beware of an inactive Faith, we do not adviſe them 
to a fond Reliance on the Powers of unaſſiſted Na- 
ture. When we enforce a virtuous Practice on the 
Principles of Reaſon, we do not forget the addi- 


tional Obligations from the Authority of Revela- 


tion. On the contrary we ſhew them, that the Light 
of Nature is aſſiſted by the ſpiritual Comments of 


Grace, that our ſocial Paſſions and Feelings are | 


heightened and improvedby the Benevolence of the 
Goſpel, and that the Rewards or Puniſhments ex- 
pected from the Performance or Non- performance 
of Duty are extended to a boundleſs Eternity. 
The Philoſophers of the Gentile World were con- 

vinced of the Equality of all Men by Nature; they 
. C knew 
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into the Joy of their Lord. 
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knew that all Men were of one Kind, all liable to the 
Infirmities of Mortality, all capable of Aſſiſtance 
one from another, all endowed with Reaſon and 


conſequently with the Power of diſtinguiſhing be 
tween Right and Wrong, and all expecting ſome 
Kind of Evil to befall them, if they neglected Du- 


ties, which are evident toi mpartial Reaſon, and en- 


forced by the unprejudiced Paſſions. But by the 


Miniſters of the Goſpel Chriſtians are farther 
taught, that there is one God the Father, of all, 
whoſe Mercy is over all his Works, and whoſe 


Example is propoſed for our Imitation; that there 


is one Lord, the Saviour of the World, whoſe 


peculiar Precept it 1s, that we love as Brethren; 
that after Death there will be Life immortal, and 


no Inequality but what is occaſioned by the Deeds 
done in the Body, when the penitent ſhall receive 
Pardon, the merciful ſhall obtain Mercy, and they 
that have done well, in the Preſence of all Mankind, 
of all the Angels, of the aſſembled Univerſe, and 


of the Father of the Univerſe, ſhall be welcomed 


into the Realms of Happineſs with the Approba- 
tion of the beloved Son, and be invited to enter 


Such 


r. 


? 


8 


a Maſter, and will deliver the leading Principles 
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Sven are the Subjects of our public Diſcourſes. 
In our Addreſſes to our Fellow- Creatures, when 
we conſider them as Men, we do not forget that 


they are e Rd ; when we ſhew them the Rea- 


ſonableneſs of their Service, we qualify them for 


virtuous. Actions on Chriſtian Principles; and 
when we inculcate the Dictates of natural Right, 


we confirm them by the prevailing Arguments 
and Motives deducible from the Authority of our 
Redeemer and the Diſpenſation of his Goſpel. . 


Bur it may be faid,----theſe are not the only 


Themes of the Chriſtian Preacher---true. With- 


out Controverſy great and many are the My- 
ſteries of Godlineſs, the Miniſters of Chriſt are 


appointed to be Stewards of theſe Myſteries, and 


our Church has appropriated particular Seaſons 
for the more ſolemn Conſideration of the Subli- 
mity of our Religion, and the Wonders of Mercy 


that have been done for the Children of Men. 


But ſurely on theſe Subjects the prudent and ra- 
tional Miniſter will proceed with Humility and 
Caution; he will conſider himſelf as a Steward 
and not as a Proprietor, as a Servant and not as 
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20 St. Paul's Vindication of himſelf, 


of Redemption, which God has condeſcended to 
reveal, in ſuch a Manner, as to make him the God 
of Truth, and his Revelations conſiſtent with 
themſelves. And herein will he follow the Ex- 


ample of our Apoſtle. When he contemplates 


the Diſpenſations of Providence, and the Time and 


Manner of Redemption, behold his Humility; for 
he aſks who has known the Mind of the Lord, or 


who has been his Counſellor ?---When he reviews 


the Principles of Faith, behold his Application--- 


He immediately deduces from them a complete 


Syſtem of Manners. 


Ab if ſuch be our Methods of Inſtruction 5 
if. theſe be the Things which we afhrm conſtant- 
ly, let the Objectors teſtify againſt us, what 
we have done unto them, and wherein we have 
wearied them. ----- Or rather let them refle& on 
the Unreaſonableneſs of their own Behaviour, 


when they depreciate the ſettled Worſhip and Or- 


ders of the Church, when they uncharitably judge 
and revile her Miniſters, and would perſuade their 
deluded Followers, that our Office is —__ and 
gur Doctrines ee 6 
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| Tax Miſchiefs already felt, and the Dangers | 
ſtill to be apprehended from theſe Practices are 
great and obvious. Men are too willing to re- 
ceive Accuſations againſt their Teachers. That 
Part of our Office, which relates to the Repre- 


henſion of Sin, is generally unwelcome. And 


though in our Reproofs we wrong no Man in his 
Reputation, though we even be not particular in 
our Admonitions, though we only point out Of- 


fences, and leave the Application to the Conſci- 


ences of the Offenders, yet on Account of our ge- 
neral Rebukes we are oftentimes reproached as the 
Troublers of Iſrael, and incur the Diſpleaſure of 
our Neighbours.----We may add to this, that the 
legal Appointments | for our Maintenance place us 
in a Light ſufficiently invidious. The juſt Claim 
of undoubted Rights, that are neceſſary for our 
Subſiſtence, is frequently the Canle of the moſt 
inſuperable Prejudices. Many of our Order ho 
can honeſtly ſay. with the Apoſtle, © We have 
** wronged no Man, we have corrupted no Man, 
ve have defrauded no Man,” are daily aſſaultgd 


with the Shafts of Calumny, are daily repreſented 
as the moſt cruel and covetous Oppreſſors. To 
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widen the Breaches that are already Pe? AR 


| ſtrengthen the Prejudices that are re lob 


bed, to abet fanatical Pretences, and to encourage 
the Miniſtration of Laymen----theſe are the Arts 
of uncandid Zealots, which are injurious to the | 
Cauſe of Virtue, and open a wide Door to Licen- 
tiouſneſs and Diſorder. | 


I examine not on this Occaſion how far theſe 
Arts may have contributed to the preſent Profli- 
gacy of Manners. I inquire not in this Place, 
whether they have at all promoted the unhappy 
Diviſions in the Britiſh Empire. But ſurely it 
will not be 1 improper to have Recourſe to the Ex- 
pericnce of our Forefathers, and recollect that 
there was a Time, when our Church, our Nation, 
and the Cauſe of Religion itſelf ſeverely felt the 
bad Effects that proceed from enthuſiaſtick Babble. 
How many Families in this Kingdom have reaſon 
to regret the dreadful Calamities that harraſſed the 
Nation about the Middle of the laſt Century ? | 
And what were the Signs of thoſe Times? What 
were in a great Meaſure the Cauſes of thoſe Cala- 
mities ? Were they not © a general Propenſity to 
n che wildeſt Fanaticiſm the greateſt Degree of 


no! tw _ © Credulity 
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6 Credulity in every Claim that w as made to the 
** Illapſes of the Spirit. and a moſt thorough Con. 
* tempt of all eſtabliſhed Modes of , Worſhip?? _ 


When the Minds of Men were intoxicated with 


Enthuſiaſm, when the moſt crude and incoherent 
Effufions were greedily ſwallowed as the Dictates 
of the Holy Ghoſt, when every ignorant Preten- 


der to perſonal Inſpiration was quickly ſurround- 


ed by a Crowd of Followers, then fell Epiſcopa. 
cy, then fell Royalty, then fell the Conſtitution 


in Church and State, then prevailed Miſrule, 
Confuſion, Deſolation, and Deſtruction. _ 


LET them conſider theſe Things, who are de- 
ceiving the Hearts of the Simple, and leading 
them into ſeparate Congregations; who are con- 
ſtantly inveighing againſt the Eſtabliſnment, and 


by their irregular Practices partake of the Gain: 
ſayins of the Seditious. 


Bur whether theſe People will hear, or whethds 
they will forbear, it is certainly the Duty of regu- 
lar Miniſters, if they would diſplay their Deſires 
and Endeavours for the Glory of God, the Good 
of Men $ Souls, and the Welfare of their Connery 


to 


—— „ 


% St. Paul's Vindication of himſelf, 


to oppoſe erroneous Tenets, to enforce the Pre- 
cepts of ſound and ſober Virtue upon the Hearts 

and Conſciences of their Hearers, and to vindi- 

cate their own Characters from the falſe Aſper- 
ſions and ſlanderous Infinuations of thoſe wholie + 


E 


e — * e ene) * 
2 . 


PP 
| — 


1 ES” e MN "a 

2 Nh <a He ES — 5 — 3 
— — = — 5 - 0 — * 5 - — 
a —_— P EU BEET eres oy 9 Weng, en tr et ak ad — _ 
w 4 N — 6 Y —_—__ : * b 8 * n N * — 
1 p : enn 2 8 __ IT * bo W 4 
* N * 7 ++" 
. 4 - ou 


* 27 * 5s 8 k 7 ” 
* 5 4 . 


in wait to deceive. 


IN like does fuch » was the Practice of 
the Saints and Prophets of old. When Moſes 
was reviled by Korah, Dathan and Abiram, he 
ſaid unto the Lord, Reſpe& not thou their Of- 
0 fering: I have not taken one Aſs from them, 
* neither have I hurt one of them.” When the 
unſtable and ungrateful Iſraelites demanded a 
King, the Prophet Samuel addreſſed them in the 
following Words. Behold here I am, witreſs 
& againſt me before the Lord, and before his A- 


1 
"1 
* 
it 
I 
* 


* 


% nointed : whoſe Ox have I taken? Or whoſe be 
«© Aſs have I taken ? Or whom have I defrauded ? 
«© Whom have I oppreſſed ? Or of whoſe Hands ; 


te have I received a Bribe to blind my Eyes there- 
* with?“ - We have already obſerved that St. 
Paul was frequently employed in anſwering the 
infidious Cavils of thoſe Objectors, who endea- 
voured to bring his DoArines into Diſrepute by 
8 kreflecting 


f 
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reflecting on his Perſon and Behaviour. And we 


may here farther obſerve. that our Saviour himſelf 


is very vehement and earneſt. in rebuking and 
condemning thoſe Phariſees, who ſlandered him 
as a Wine biber, a Glutton, a Sabbath-breaker, a 


F riend of Publicans and Sinners, and a Magician 


in League with infernal Spirits. Ay, 


4 


LET not then the Servants of the reviled Jefus, 


who derive their Office and Authority from him, 
be at all ſurpriſed, if they meet with the like U- 


ſage as their Maſter, and are not exempted from 


Affronts and Indignities that were offered to him, 
the moſt perfect Pattern of every Virtue. But 


let them likewiſe be careful to imitate the Exam 


ple that is ſet before them, to recommend Holi- 
neſs by the Regularity of their Lives, as well as 
by the Purity of their Doctrines, and by their 
Diligence in their Calling, by the Diſintereſted- 
neſs of their Conduct, and by their good Works 


> ohh general cut off Occaſion from them that deſire 
Occaſion, and put to Silence the bold ObjeAtions 


of deſigning Men. 


An ons I recommend to our Hearers to join 
their beſt Endeavours to the Labours of their 


Ad „ Miniſters? 
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26 St. Paul's Vindication of himſelf, 


Miniſters ? They ſee the Zeal of the Adverfary ; 3 


they ſee the Fanaticks and SeQaries of every Sort 
Ho diligent are they in their Meetings? How 


conſtant in their publick Duties? How do they 
boaſt of their Numbers? How diſplay them to the 
beſt Advantage ?----Men and Brethren, be it our 
joint Concern by all honeſt Means to counter- 


mine them in their Deſigns : let us ſhew our Zeal 
for the eſtabliſhed Church, as far as is conſiſtent 


with Love, and let us not forſake the Aſſembling 


of ourſelves together, as the Manner of ſome is, 
but exhort one another, and ſo much the more as 
ye ſee the Day approaching; ſo much the more as 
ye diſcern the Signs of the preſent Times, and ſee 


many ready to turn aſide on every Temptation. 


Bur be it repeated, and be it always remem- 
bered that it is not enough to be of the eſtabliſh- 


ed Church, or to be zealous for it's Welfare, or 


not to diſturb its Peace by a cauſeleſs Separation; 


it is not enough to boaſt of the Purity or the Ex- 


cellency of our Communion, unleſs alſo we live 


agreeably to its Doctrines, and adorn our Profeſ- 
ſion by a ſuitable Behaviour and Converſation. 


AND 
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AnD now, my Brethren, would to God! we 
all could find our Character in the Text. Would 


to God! all who hear me this Day were in the 


Exerciſe of Virtue not only almoſt, but altogether 
ſuch as the Apoſtle of the Gentiles.----But in our 
Apologies for ourſelves we muſt not pretend to 
juſtify the Characters of every Individual that 
belongs to the ſacred Order. In a national 
Church, if we confider the Number of its Teach- 
ers, it cannot be ſurpriſing that there ſhould be 
ſome Blemiſhes. Alas! We have a ſtriking and 
melancholy Proof in a recent Example. But 


_ while we lament the Infirmities of human Nature, 


and draw the Veil of Commiſeration over the 
Faults of the unfortunately fallen, let us ſtrive as 
much as lieth in us to amend and correct our 
own.----Let us ſtrive by the wholſome Influence 


of a good Example to check the Overflowings of 


Luxury and Diffipation, which, it muſt be con- 


felled, give but too juſt a Handle for Declama- 
tion and Reproach ; which, it muſt be lamented, 


have led many unhappy Delinquents into the 


Paths of Perdition. 


Trar 


8 St. paul's Vindicatibn of himſelf; &c. 


Tear 1 we ade may be able to ſtand, that 
when we have preached to others we may not be 
Caſtaways, that we may be ſtedfaſt, unmoyeable, | 

. and always abound in the Works of the Lord, let 1 
us watch and pray that we enter not into Temp- A 
= *ation; let us embrace all the Methods for Perſe- 
VvVoerance and ſpiritual improvement that are pre- 
+  Feribed by our Holy Religion. Then ſhall we 
feel our conſtant Growth in Grace and Virtue ;--- 
then ſhall we have a Witneſs within ourſelves of 
'our gradual Progreſs towards Perfection; ;----then 
Thall we look up with a ſacred Confidence to the 
Prize of our Calling---to the Promiſes of redeem- | 
* ing Love---to the Holy Jeſus, the Author of our 
Peaaith, and the Captain of our Salvation. . 
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2 | 1e . with the * ing 1 Holy Ghoſt 
be all Honour, Glory, Might, Majeſty, and Do- 


minion now and for ever. 
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